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Hatever conſpires to make men 
happy, by inviting them all to 
be of one Heart, and of one 
| Mind, without any degrees of 
violence, muſt needs be judg'd an Act of 
Friendſhip, rather than of Enmity, and ill will, 


and as well an Act of Duty to Religion, as 
of Juſtice to the common Tranquillity and 


Peace. For true Love includes an unfeign'd 

deſire, that all things may go on proſperouſ 

with the perſon that is beloy'd, and that . 
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his reaſonable. Intentions may be accompliſht- 


But if the perſon whom I am oblig'd to 
Loye, vainly purſues ſuch miſchievous De- 


ſigns, as are really prejudicial to his wellfare, 
if” he follows ſuch a courſe of Life, or embra- 


ces ſuch Opinions, as are really deſtructive of 
his Happineſs, then does Charity ingage me 
to ſtop him in theſe baneful methods, to put 
a reſtraint upon his miſtaken Principles and 
Actions, and as far as I am able fairly to re- 
claim him, either by gentle or ſeverer Me- 
thods, from purſuing his Perdition. From this 
conſideration, therefore I ſhall endeavour to 
make it appear, That 


Firſt, The encouraging of the Diſſenters a- 
mong us, is utterly inconſiſtent with that Du- 
ty of Charity which we owe them. 


Secondly, That a civil Diſcouragement of 


them is highly agreeable to Religion. 


Thirdly, I ſhall remove the Objections of 
Cruelty and Conſcience urg*d by the Diſſen- 


ters. 


Fourthly, I ſhall prove that the countenan- 
cing of them among us, 1s as little Politic as 
Pious. For tho* ſome men from a Pretence 


of Kindneſs, and others from a Principle of 


Prudence, are inclin'd to an Indulgence to- 
wards them ; yet ſhall I endeavour, 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, To prove that the Encouraging of Arti. 
Diſſenters is utterly inconſiſtent with that Du- % the K. 
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For 


ty of Charity which we owe them. AQ of 
if we meaſure our Charity by the Mercies of Chi. 
God, we ſhall find that he corrects whom he prov. 3 
lowes, even as a Father the Sou in whom he de- 12. 
lights, So that to ſooth men in their Follies, 
while a prudent Diſciplin may reclaim them ; 

to tolerate their Irregularities, while there is 

a Power in our Hands to curb and cure them, 

is ſo far from an Act of Love, that 'tis rather 

an Indulgence of their Diſeaſe, and a promo- 
moting, of their Malady. ?Tis ſo far from a 
ſtrict Imitation of the unlimitted Goodneſs of 
God's Nature, and the fatherly Affection of 

a wiſe Parent, that 'tis a plain contradiction 

to both. For is this an office of brotherly 
Love, to permit a man to endanger his Life 

by a violent Feaver, rather than prevent it by 

a gentle Cauſtic or Phlebotomy ? To fall in- 

to a deſperate Conſumption, rather than cauſe 

him to uadergo a Courſe of Phyſick to ob- 
ſtrut it? And when the ſaving Graces of the 

Soul are waſted mightily, and much impair*d 

by falſe Opinions, and inordinate heats of Paſ- 
ſion, is it kindneſs then to ſuffer him eternally 

to Periſh by ſuch kind of Irregularities, rather 

than timely to Chaſtize him? 


*Tis natural I know for men to complain 
that are under any ſeeming Hardſhip, as much 
as for Children to expreſs their Grief that are 
under the Laſh of the Pather's Rod. But are 

B 2 theſe 
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' theſe Complaints therefore reaſonable ? Are 


they really ſevere, becauſe they are unealy to 


corrupt Nature? And muſt they neceſſarily be 


remov'd, becauſe they are unjuſtly complain'd 
of? At this rate certainly all Correction, tho' 
never ſo Merciful and Juſt, muſt be renounc'd, 
and Lenity and Indulgence, tho' never ſo Pre- 
judicial to the Wellfare of Kingdoms, and the 
fafety of Souls, mult be promoted. 


Is it not an Act of mercy and kindneſs to 


Linde, the Publick, to curb the Refractory and Tu— 


N Pub multuous, as well as to Reward the Dutitul 
10. 


and Obedient ? And if the Reſtraint be juſt and 
equitable, it is certainly none of the leaſt In- 
ſtances of - Grace and Favour to Private Per— 
ſons. But if our of a fond Indulgence men 
that are obnoxious, ſhould be fuffer'd to go on 


in a ſtate of Impunity, the Publick at length 


would ſuffer much more than theſe particular 
perſons can do by a deſerv'd Puniſhment, Be- 


cauſe their Impunity 1ncourages others to fol- 


low the {ſame courſes, and ſo the Infection 
may ſpread it ſelf from one to another fo 
tons, that the whole may be tainted, and wick- 
tdneſs become Epidemic. And therefore while 


the Puniſhment is proportion'd to the Crime, 


and the deſign of it is to do men good, to 
prevent their greater Miſery, it can never be 


Libell'! with the name of Tyrannical or Cru- 


el, but by ſuch perſons as are no true Friends 
ro the Publick, and are really Enemies to them- 


ſelves. Nor can the violation of Charity in in- 


couraging 
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couraging of Diſſenters be ever certainly ex- 


cus'd, till a general Liberty can plead its In- 


nocence, and 'tis not any unkindneſs to help 


a Man forward towards a Precipice, whom he 


ſees already in his way to it. And therefore 


I ſhall, 


' Secondly, Prove that civil Diſcouragement 
of them among us, is highly agreeable to Re- 
ligion, as well as conſonant to the Rules of 
Charity. This will preſently appear both from 
the Examples of the beſt Kings of J/rael, and 
the Authority of Chriſt, from the Rules of 
the Apoſtles, and the Practice of the Primitive 
Church. All which unanimouſly conſpire to the 
reaſonableneſs of this Aſſertion. 


1. Tis eaſily obſerv'd how forward and in- 


ſolent, how humourſome and licentious men 


generally grow, when they are never croſs'd, 


Which inforces many times a Chaſtiſement to 


ſecure their happy Amendment and Reforma- 
tion. And therefore it is that unſpeakable good- 
neſs has highly approv'd of ſuch a method as 
this, in his Vice-gerent, the Prince of the 
Barth, when he reaſons Suppreſſion of all falfe 
Worſhip, was ſo emincntly commended in all 
the beſt of the Kings of 1/-az/. The Love to 
Truth, and the Public happineſs of Mankind 
will not allow a ſilent Permiſſion of any dan- 
cerous perverſneſs or miſtake, as far as they 
are Without Tyranny reformable. 


2. Has 


„ 
2. Has not our Bleſſed Saviour impos'd him- 
ſelf a preſent _— upon an obſtinate Tranſ- 
es 


greſſour, Who refufes to Repent after Three 
Admonition given to him for offending of his 
Brother. And enjoyn'd the perſon that is In- 


Matt. 18. jur'd, to treat the Injurious as 4 Heathen and 


17. 


a Publican, as a vile and ſcandalous Sinner, 
diſmiſs'd of all Brotherly-Love and Friend- 
ſhip from him? For tho the name of Publi- 


Oratio pro can, as Tully obſerves, was at firſt honorable, 


Plancio. 


Matt. 17. 


28. 26 . 
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becauſe the Flower of the Roman Knights mas 
comprehended in the order of them. Yet when 
the Office came to be farm'd by ſuch Inferi- 
our perſons as were oppreſſive, the Quality of 
it became odious, and themſelves were brand- 
ed with a peculiar Mark of Infamy. And did 
not the ſhort and wiſe Diſcourſe, which our 
Saviour urg'd upon St. Peter, manifeſtly decide 
it in favour of what I now ſay, when he 
askt him, What thinkeſt thou, Simon, of whom 
do the Rings of the Earth take Cuſtom or Tri- 
baute? Of their own Children, or of Strangers? 
Peter ſaith unto him, of Strangers. Jeſus ſaith 
anto him, Then are the Children free. So that 
an Inequality in the Diſtribution of common 
Favours is plainly allow'd of by our Bleſſed 
Lord, and ſuch as are remov'd at a farther 
diſtance, from the Supream Head of Secular 
Affairs, may without any thing of hardſhip be 
content to partake more ſpairingly of the Pub- 
lick Bounty and Munificence. Thus Solomon 
dealt with all the Strangers that were in his 


Kingdom. 


8 + Sx 

Kingdom. And the ſame reaſon holds good for 
all thoſe that are Strangers to the Principles of 
the Prince, as well as Strangers by Birth, and 
is founded upon Nature and common Cuſtom. 
Since every man naturally loves thoſe moſt 
that are moſt like himſelf, and a nearneſs in 
Religion has always prevail'd with the Su- 
pream Power of the Earth, for a more inti- 
mate Dole of their Affection. According to 
what our moſt gracious Sovereign was pleas'd 


to expreſs in her firſt kind and excellent Speech to 
the Parliament. 


3. To this obſervation of our Bleſſed Lord, 
that Injunction of the Apoſtle may be joyn'd, 


with ſuch a one, no, not to eat, Where by the 1 Cor. 5. 


Law here of St. Paul, ſuch perſons as walk 
diſorderly, and contrary to the Precepts of the 
Gofpel, ought to undergo a preſent Puniſhment, 
to have a Mark of Diſtinction put upon their 
Society, and to be had in leſs eſteem than o- 
ther Men. Theſe Temporal Inflictions impos'd 
on purpoſe to prevent the Miſery that is Eter- 
nal, how grievous ſoever they may appear to 
Fleſh and Blood, are thoroughly reconcilable 
with that Sacred duty which we owe to Truth 
and Love, 


4. But beſides this, has not the Church in 
the pureſt Ages demonſtrated a peculiar Ten- 
derneſs and Affection towards her obedient and 
faithful Sons, and dignified them with emi- 
nente Privileges, whilſt at the ſame time Io 

with- 


8) 
with-held her Pavours from the RefraQory 
and Diſobedient? Did not Brotherly-Love con- 
tinue, when ſuch Chriſtians as fell into any 
hainous Sin were enjoyn'd a long and ſevere 
Penance ? When the Sentenc2 of Excommuni- 
cation was pronounc'd againſt Hereticks, the 
Diſturbers of Diſciplin, and thoſe perſons that 
perſiſted in a Profligat Irregular Life, and 


was more dreaded by the Faithful, than the 


ſharpeſt Sword of the Civil Magiſtrate? And 
were not theſe Puniſhments executed by per- 
ſons GI d with abundance of Charity for their 
People, who trans{crib'd all the holy Maxims 
of the Goſpel into their Practice, and not on- 
ly left us an excellent Scheme of Morality in 
their Writings, but made it ſhine and glitter 


in their Lives? And if we of the preſent Age 


care not to tred in their ſteps, 'tis not ſo much 
a ſign that we are better men than they, as 
that we have leſs concern for the honour of 
Truth and the Church, and leſs Zeal for the 
common Salvation of Mankind. 


And therfore the Diſcountenancing of Diſ- 
{enters can never be cenſur'd as unjuſt and 
unfair, unleſs we accuſe the beſt men in the 
beſt Ages of. the Church, and declare againſt 
the Politick obſervation of Chriſt, and the O- 
pinion of St. Paul, unleſs we reſolve to de- 
pretiate the worth of the molt renowned 


Ungs of I/razl, And laſtly, fall out with the 


immenſe goodneſs of God himiclt, who com- 
monly takes care to rebuke ſeverely the in- 


corrigible 
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corrigible offender, but remarkably bleſſes the 
ſtrict obſerver of his Laws. For all theſe 
methods directly aiming at the diſcourage- 
ment of ſuch as go Aſtray, in order to re— 
duce them to what is right, are neither in- 
conſiſtent with that Love to God, or our 
Neighbour, or Truth, by which they ought 
conſtantly to be ſteer d. However there are 
frequently two Objections rais'd againſt the 
Equity of this Procedure, which, 


Thirdly, I ſhall now endeavour to An- 
{wer. 


The Firſt is, That a Treatment of any 


\ ſeverity inflicted upon the account of a dit- 


ferent Perſwaſion, looks very Tyrannical and 
Inhumane. va 


The Second is, That ſuch a Treatment as 


that is a violation of the Right of Conſcience, 


a breach upon Liberty of Thought, which 


ought not to be compell d or forc'd. For how 


is it poſſible for theſe Chriſtian Rules of 


 Meekneſs and Forbearance to be obſerv'd, when 


Rigor obliterates all their Lenity, and Seve- 


"rity, fatally undermines all that Eaſe and 
ſoft Repoſe which their Patience had propo- 


{ed ? 


E Firſt, 
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Firſt, They ſay, That a Treatment of any 
Severity inflicted in Temporal Affairs, upon 
the account of a different Perſwaſion looks ve- 
ry Tyrannical and Inhuman. And ſo it may 
be I confeſs, if it is attended either with a 
French Dragooning, or a Spaniſh Iaquiſi- 
tion. But then it may be again very laudable, 
if the Puniſhment is proportion'd to the Of- 
fence, and exceeds not the Heinouſneſs of the 
Guilt with which the Perſwaſion is Taxt or 


Tainted. For if the Puniſhment upon Difſen- 


ters be only a Reſtraint from Occular Privi- 
leges, and State Imployments; this can never 
be thought a Rigour to any but ſach whoſe 
Conſciences as are more diſturb'd for want of 
Honour and Advantage, than for Peace. For 
as a good Prince may juſtly be reckon'd the 
Civil Parent of his Country : So may he with- 


out any violence to that Title, as juſtly pro- 


mote thoſe Subjects of his own Opinion to a 
higher Claſs of Preferment than the reſt, as a 


Natural Parent may be moſt Laviſh in his 


Favours to the moſt tractable and obſervant 
Son. Nor 1s it requir'd from the Nature of 
any Laws to canton out their Bounty blind- 


fold to all Perſons with an indifferent hand. 


If they did, the Efficacy of all Legiſlature 
would be Null and Inſignificant, and all its 
Sanctions vain and uſeleſs, ſince the main de- 
ſign of them is, to zerrify evil Doers, and for 
the praiſe of them that do well, And therefore 


to 
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to exclaim againſt all Puniſhment of ſuch, 
whoſe Converſation diſturbs the Harmony of 
the Church and State, can never be made but 
by Turbulent and Unreaſonable Men, by ſuch 
as only exclaim againſt ſuffering Puniſhment, 
becauſe they want an opportunity of Inſlicting 
it, that rail againſt forty Stripes ſave one, becauſe 
they cannot Jay on fifty, and hate the eaſter 
Correction of Whips, becauſe they cannot Cha- 
ſtiſe with Scorpions. For the ſame "Temper 
that makes them Repine at a reaſonable ſuft- 
fering, will excite them to lay on an unreaſo- 
nable Infliction. The forward Diſpoſition will 
exert it ſelf as much in an active ſeverity, as 
it does in a paſhve Chaſtiſement. 


The Ancient Romans were very ſenſible of 
the dangerous conſequence of Impunity to- 
wards ſuch as violated their Conſtitution, and 
therefore thought it very requiſite for ſecuring 
the Tranquillity of the State, to diſcourage all 
_ Unlawful Aſſemblies, ſuch particularly as were 
not Eſtabliſht, either by the Decree of the 
Senate, or the Authority of the Prince. One 
main reaſon of this Prohibition was the exce{- 
ſive number of their Tribes, which therefore 
render'd them the more formidable. Becauſe e- 
very Sect by the ſtaple Laws of Selt-defence 
and Preſervation muſt neceſſarily endeavour to 
{upport themſelves, to releaſe themſelves from 
all Incumbrances, and by conſequence to ſet- 


tle themſelves in a Superiority above the reſt. 
C 2 Es 
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Ti as eſſential to all Societies to contend for 


Suet. 
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a free Independant State, and maſter all oppo- 
ſition to the contrary, by the natural tendency 


men have to Liberty and Eaſe, as it is for any 


ſingle perſon. And whatever encourages their 
Approach towards this Center of their Hap- 
pineſs, makes only their motion the more vi— 
olent. This plainly proves that no Eſtabliſh— 
ment can be ſecure that ſuffers a Competitor 
of its Authority, that it may as well live at 
Peace between two Potent Rival Kings, as be- 
tween two Potent Rival Parties, and that its 


Empire is then ſafeſt, when no oppoſite Faction 


is arrived at ſuch a height, as to pretend to 


raviſh its Power from it. This likewiſe ſhows - 


that that Kingdom which is moſt of a piece, 
bids faireſt for the moſt Tranquillity, and that 
the multitude of Diviſions is only a fad Pre- 
face to Deſolation. And therefore thoſe that 


are not for us, mult in this caſe be judg'd to 


be againſt us. Did not the unhappy Diviſions 
of Iſrael render them an eaſy Prey to their 
Enemies. And thoſe of the Jews expoſe them 
to the Devaſtation of the Romans, Julius Ceſar 
therefore, the firſt Founder of the Roman Em- 
pire, beheld the illegal Aſſemblies with a very 
jealous Eye, look'd upon them as Nuſſeries of 
Rebellion, and Promoters of Treaſonable deſigns, 


and wie, on this account, with Auga/{as and the o- 
ther Romas Emperours Succeeding, forbad them, 


under ſevere Penalties, by Edits very ſtrict and 
ſtrong. But in the further Proſecuting of this Argu- 


ment, 
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ment, I will firſt obſerve ſome Rules that ſhould 


be obſerv'd in Puniſhments. In the next. place 
J will conſider the method of the Reforma- 
tion in this particular And afterwards pro- 


pole a means for the effectual cure of Diffe- 


rences among us without any hardſhip to the 
preſent Diſſenters. | 


1. Prudence and Compaſſion are two good 
Rules that may be well oblerv'd in impo- 
ſing Puniſhments. And nothing but the moſt 
undeniable Proofs of Reaſon, and that too mixt 
with caution and kindneſs, can juſtify ſeverity 
and a penal Execution upon. Perſons different 
in their Perſwaſions from us. This was ap— 
parent by the practice of the holy Apoſtles, 


who appointed wicked perſons 7o be deliver*d 1 Cor. z. 
unto Satan for the Hieſtruction f the Fliſb, that 5: 


the Spirit might be ſawd in the day of the Lord 
Jeſus. And as we read 1n another place, where 


St. Paul tells us, he deliver Hymeneus aud A- 1 Tim. 1. 
lexander unto Satan, that they might learn not to 28. 


Blaſpheme. He executed here his wrath againſt 
them with a kind intention of preſerving them 
for greater Evil, and an everlaſting Vengeance. 


And therictore while ſuch methods ate taken as 
diſcourage our Diſſenting Brethren from the 


dreadtul Sin of Schiſm, which is undeniably 


prov'd upon them, and by all allow'd to be 5 


Damnable, tis to act the part of an Apoſtle 
towards them, towards their immortal Happi- 
neſs and Salvation. And tho' without this 

| : | goOd 


3 


good Intention men only act the part of Inhumani- | 


ty and Malice, indulge a licentious Will, and pro- 
ſecute the Laws of Wantonneſs and Cruelty, 
yet certainly with it they act moſt agreeable to 
that Lenity and Compaſſion that ſhould anni- 
mate a Chriſtian Breaſt. For according to its 
gentle commands there is no liberty for Furious 
and Deſpotic Authority, to Ravage and Depo- 
pulate at pleaſure. 


As that Religion therefore can never be Di. 
vine, Which ſpreads it ſelf in Violence and 
Malice; ſo neither can it be Divine while it 


| tolerates Men in their Sins, and ſpends no pains 


: Revel. 3. 
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in their Reformation. For what is this but to 


heal Obſtinacy by pampering it, and to extin- 
guiſh an ill diſpoſition by inflamation, and to 
recover a man to the ſight of his Eyes b 

perſwading him that he is not blind; whic 

is a perfect contradiction to all the Rules of 
Brotherly-love and Charity, and a ſcandalous 
neglect of the Peace and Honour of the Church. 
For *tis an evident ſign that either they think 
the Unity of the Church an indifferent thing, 


or that they little regard the Almighty's Wrath 


and Indignation, who ſpues the Lukewarm out 
of his Mouth, and peremtorily requires us 
to be always RZyalouſly affected in a good 
thing. N 


Nor 


(25) 


Nor has indeed the Reformation thought it, Ie de- 
any diſcredit to that Spirit of mildneſs which nhorp 
ſhe pretends to, to inforce obedience by ſome 74:1) 
Secular Penalties, and ſo puniſh the Viola- 7 
tors of her Laws, as is viſible in The Act of © 
Uniformity, Knowing that the Spiritual Ma- 
na as well as the Civil, without ſome 

ind of reftraining power, would be little ber- 

ter than a name ; and being perſwaded that 

the preſent Church of Exgland, as well as the 
Primitive could never be perfect without Diſ- 
cipline. For a true Faith, and an ardent Love 

for the Happineſs of Mankind are inſeperable, 

good Thoughts and good Works are twin 
compariſons, and go hand in hand. And when 

the Zeal of any Perſon is ſo Lukewarm that it 
overlooks anothers wellfare, and diverts it felt 

of fervent Charity, Religion there is frozen up 


of Coldneſs, and the pretence of Lenity deſtroys 
Love. 


For as there is a blameleſs heat, there is al- +, mil: 
ſo a culpable Lenity and Coldneſs, a Lenity, e of 
that ſooner than rouze Men from the Lethar- % , 
gy of their Sins, will permit them to ſleep on 
to their eternal Deſtruction. Quite different 

from that excellent Reſolution of Thuctdiaes, 

who faith, 1 had rather diſpleaſe by ſpeaking Truth, 

than divert by telling Fables; becauſe the I 
ſhould diſpleaſe them by the Truth, yet I may do 

them good, whereas perhaps I ſhould hurt them by 
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 endeavouring to pleaſe them. And if the Diſſen- 


ters are diſſatisfied with the Proceedings of the 
Church, while their Felicity is conſulted, *tis 
a nobler Inſtance of Friendſhip far than by a 
ſoothing forbearance to undo them. In kindneſs 


therefore to the Publick, as well as themſelves, 


methinks this eaſy method might be put in 


Practice for the effectual cure of Differences a- 


mong us, without any hardſhip to the preſent 


A me- 
thod to 
pt a [top 
to Schi n. 


yet ſuch whoſe Youth incapacitates them for 


Diſſenters. And this is, 


That a ſtop might be put to their private 
Nurſeries of Learning, and a reſtraint to the 
training up of their Youth to propagate that 
Schiſm, which their Anceſtors introduc'd a- 
mong, us. This by degrees would revive the 
flouriſhing State of the Church, and render the 
State ſecure and eaſy, would bring them into the 
Boſom of the pureſt perſwaſion upon Earth, and 
compleat at laſt a happy Union among us. For 
tho? ſuch as have eſpous'd their preſent Mini— 
ſtery may pretend Conſcience for their calling; 
that Vocation, cannot lay hold on that pretence 
with any reaſon. And why then ſhould they 
force themſelves into ſuch a Profeſſion which ren- 
ders them obnoxious to the Truth, to the Peace of 
Kingdom, and the Government of the Church ? 
And why ſhould the State be ever accus'd of any 
un kindneſs in this particular, while it ſtudiouſly 
endeavours to reſtrain them from running into ſuch 
apparent Inconveniencies and needleſs Dangers ? 


For 


(17) 
For what is the Liberty they contend for under the 
Plea of Conſcience, but a Liberty to ſupplant the 
Church, undermine the State, and laſtly to Eſta- 
bliſh themſelves? But ſuch aLiberty as they arriv'd 
at 1n the time of theUſurpation,and to which they 
ſo powerfully advanc'd in the late Reign, that had 
it continu'd a little longer, they hop'd their ends 
might have been accompliſht ? And here I may 
politively aver, that had their ExpeQations been 
ſucceſsful, and their Ambition arriv'd at the Pitch 
at which it aim'd, their Liberty of Conſcience - 
would have probably deſtroy'd all the Liberties of 
Europe, by putting this Nation into ſuch a Fer- 
ment for the claim of Superiority, as would fatally 
have expos'd heras a publick Prey, and made her 
a Paſtime to the common Enemy. And if ſhe ſunk, 


the Bulwark certainly of publick Safety muſt fink 
with her. 


The next Objection us'd by the Diſſenters a- 7he l. 
gainſt our Diſcouragement of them is, That tis a /***, 7 £ 
hardſhip upon their tender Conſciences. But now conſcience 
Conſcience is ſuch an Univerſal Plea, that the Per- A ei. 
petration of the fouleſt Crimes has taken Sanctua- 
ry and Refuge there. Blaſphemy and Rapin have 
appeal d thither for their Innocence, and Killing of 
Kings, and Tyrannizing over Subjects, have fre- 
quently under that pretence, Cannoniz'd them- 
{elves as Meritorious. And if ſhe arriv'd diſtur- 
banceof the Ancient Eſtabliſhment ina Kingdom 
ſhelters it ſelf under that head; muſt the Sacred 
name of Conſcience bear it out, and be made 


thereby a common Proſtitute to each Unlawful 
D „ 


. ; s a : 
* „rn Gene. TS . * — - 
— ——— —ů— — — — 4 


The Ab- 
ſurdity of 
Univerſal 
Liber. 


Rom. 12. 
16. 


* 


1 Cor. 1. 
10. 
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Diſorder? There is not a Paſſion in human Na- 


ture, tho' never fo extravagant and wild, but may 


at this rate juſtify its Licentiouſneſs and Feri- 


ty. 


Were every Man allow'd the Liberty of Li- 
ving according to his own Opinion, this would 
certainly produce as great variety of Per ſwaſions 
in Religion, as there is of Age and Calling, of Stu- 
dy and Company, of Conſtitution, Intereſt and 
Education, which frequently mold the Under- 
ſtanding, and make very deep Impreſſions upon 
it, This would quite enervate the Apoſtles ear - 
neſt Exhortation of Avoiding Diviſions, of being of 
one Mind, and ſpeaking the ſame thing, and effectu- 


ally take away all Proviſion againſt Monſters in 


Morality and Belief, and give way for Idolatry 


and Infidelity to ſet up their Standards, as uncon- 
troulably here, as in Japan. 


But then again, it ought not here to be pre- 
ſum'd that the Government claims as large a ſhare 
of Conſcience for its Authority, as thoſe that are 
under its Juriſdiction for their Liberty. Becauſe 


the Subject pleads an Impunity for all his Actions 


from a ſcruple of mind, muſt this rob the Supe- 
rior of all Obligation to ſee, that his Actions are 
juſt and decent. Muſt the Feet have all Liberty, 


and the Head have none. Shall this Pretence of 


Conſcience in Inferiors diſannull that invincible 
obligation upon Governours, to ſupport the 
Church, ſecure the State, and reclaim ſuch as are 


miſerably miſled ? Muſt tho ſe wholeſome juſt 


Laws, 
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Laws, which Superiors from a teddy Principle of 

Piety have enacted, truckle meanly to a private 
humour, a heated Fancy, and a mere Papeantr 
of Reaſons ? How comes it to paſs that the Pil. 
ſenters here in England have gain'd by this means 
the Monopoly of Conſcience from the Church? 
The Opinion of the Government for Diſcounte- 
nancing ſuch Perſwaſions as ſhe knows are Irre- 
gular and Hurtful, has as much ſure of Religion 
in it, as thoſe that fancy ſhe ought not to inter- 
meddle with them. As only fancy, I ſay, be- 
cauſe the contrary Opinion beſides its moſt uncha- 
ritable cenſure, diſſolves the Sinews of all Au- 
thority. My Lord Bacon's Argument is here ve- 
ry ſtrong for ſupporting the Equity of the Govern- 
ment for Eſtabliſhing of the Church before all 
other Opinions, which next to themſelves do com- 
monly give her the Preference. For in the firſt 
Section of his Table of Good and Evil, he tells us, 
Since all Parties or Sects challenge the Preheminence of 
the firſt place to themſelves, that to which all the reſt 
with one conſent give the ſecond place, ſeems to be bet- 

ter than the others, For every one ſeems to take to 
the firſt place out of zeal to it 7 ; but to give the ſe- 
cond where it is really due. 


Since therefore neither the pretence of Con- 


ſcience, nor of Perſecution, can fairly declare a- 


gainſt a prudent Reftraint, upon ſuch perſons as 


differ from the Eſtabliſht Church, but that Chari- 
ty and Reaſon loudly call for a conſtant uſe of all 
ſuch means as may be proper to bridle their Folly, 
and reclaim them to their undoubted Happineſs. 


D 2 And 
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And ſince a cruelty to Men's Souls is as well ſhown 
by allowing theirErrours without any Reſtraint, as 
a Tyranny 1s deteſtable and odious, let ns in the 
Name of God ſteer even between theſe two Ex- 
tremes, exerting our utmoſt Compaſſion and 
Zeal towards their Salvation, and not ſuffer, for 
want of a due Chriſtian concern, our poor Diſſen- 
ting Brother to periſh. I proceed in the 


Fourth place, now to conſider whether in part 
of Prudence, as well as Piety all the different Par- 
Equi ties among us ought equally to be encourag'd. I 
encourage. therefore preſume itihighly improbable to keep two 
ment e contrary Parties equally true to the preſentGovern- 
imprudent. ment, if they are equally encourag'd. For what 
animates the one towards aRivalſhip, will only Ir- 
ritate the other, which claims a greater ſhare of 
Favour both by Preſcription, and the excellence 
of its Conſtitution. And if the Church be able 
to ſupport the preſent Government, the weaken- 
ing of her Intereſt muſt by conſequence decay the 
Civil Governments ſupport, and lay too great a 
ſtreſs of Maintenance upon the ſtrength of that 
ſide, which is ſuppos'd incapacitated to maintain 
it. Fora publick Indulgence to all Communities 
alike, is commonly a publick Peſt. For inſtance, 
did not thoſe remarkable Liberties which the In- 
dependent States of Greece injoy'd, produce con- 
tinual Feuds and Wars, and the contrary deſigns 
which they Proſecuted, keep jthem perpetually 
diſturb'd? Did not the eager Emulation that hap- 
pen'd between the'Buonde/monti and the Ubert:, the 
Cerchi and Donati, and the A4/bizi and Ricci, create 
5 © | many 
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many great and frequent Diſturbances in Florence, 
and their warm contentions for Superioty con- 
ſpire to their mutual Overthrow at laſt? What 
was it that render'd Rome more glorious and ſafe, 
than the curbing of the Neighbouring Potent Ci- 
ties, and reducing them all to an intire Subjection 
to her Commands ? Becauſe ſhe knew that her 
Tranquillity could never be durable and fixt, 
while any Rival Neighbour was allow'd to di- 
ſpute her Power. Creſcit interea Roma Albe ruinis, 
was Livy's ſaying, The Ruine of Alba is the Riſe 
of Rome. And thus, the curbing of the Diſſen- 
ters is the ſtrengthening of the Church ; and the 
weakening of the Church, the ſtrengthening, of 
the Diſſenters. This likewiſe was the Practice of 
the famous Ancient Kingdom of Sparta, who ſcat— 
ter*d her Bounty moſt largely to ſuch as were near- 
eſt the Crown, and by keeping others at a di- 
ſtance with the full enjoy ment of their Rights, 
kept them by this means from Mutinies and Sedi- 
tion. And by this wiſe and excellent Adminiſtra- 
tion, that Nation was preſerv'd Incorrupt, and 
free from any dangerous Commotion for the ſpace 
of 800 Years. 


Nor can any Goverment ever ſecure her Peace 
and Safety more intire, than by embracing the an- 
cient Eſtabliſht Form, and promoting the cauſe of 
thatParty moſt, that by Law and Cuſtom claim the 


faireſt Title to her Love. And if turbulent Spi- 


rits will not acquieſce in that State and Conditi- 
tion wherein they are plac'd, but Ambitioully con- 
tend fora larger portion of Immunities and Frolns, 
than 


| ſervation of a People in a free and flouriſhing State 
than the Reinforcement of their old Laws, and redu- 


( 22 ) 
than what they reaſonably ſhould expect, effectu- 
al Laws ſhould then be made to bind up that im- 
patient 'Temper, and bridle that Impetuous De- 


ſire, leaſt at any time it ſhould ſally out, and fo- 


ment and unquenchable National Diſturbance. 
For the more is given them, ſhould they be in- 
dulg'd, the more will ſuch Men crave of neceſſi- 
ty for their own Safety, becauſe they'll never think 
themſelves ſecure but by Accumulating a larger 
Power, and they will ſtill capacitate them for 
more, till at length they'll * all. Had the old Ro- 
mans always follow'd this wiſe Rule, they might 
happily have prevented that fatal Miſery which 
follow'd from the neglect of it. For while the 
People there, were unjuſtly diſſatisfied with the 


Choice of one Plebeian Conſul, and preſſing con- 


tumaciouſly for both, proceeded afterwards to the 
Election of Cenſor, Pretor, and other Officers of 
the City. Theſe gradual Attainments fluſh them 
with ſuch confident ſucceſs, that they began to 
confront the Nobility. And this gave Marius that 


remarkable greatneſs, which caus'd the Ruine of 
their City. _ 


| Theſe things remind me of that politic obſerva- 
tion, That nothing contributes more towards the Pre- 


; 
cing their manners to the Primitive Inſtitution. And 
if Reveries are thus neceſſary, how can the Peace 


of either Church, or State be more ſecurely main- 
tain'd, than by obſervation of this prudent Rule, 


than by ſeeing how the Reformation was firſt E- 


ſtabliſht, 


(rad) p 


ſtabliſht, and reviving the Lawsaccording to the 
Model of that Original. Were things thus fettPd, 
the oppoſite Party might ceaſe their hopes of buil- 


ding their Power upon the Ruine of the Church, 


and thoſe grand ExpeQtations which they boaſt of 
from the Houſe of Hannover, ſhould that Family 
ever come to ſucceed in the Throne. And ſince 
Religion certainly is that which abounds with the 
moſt conſiderable Felicities, and eminently carries 


in its obſervance, whatever may tend to humane 


wellfare ; what undertaking then can poſſibly re- 
fleet more Immortal Glory upon the preſent Age 
and Parliament, than the ſecuring of it to the ſuc- 
ceſſive Generations by a perpetual Entail ? Shall 
_ every Nation walk in the Name of its own God, 
and we only be Traitors to ours, and not leave our 
Profeſſion to our Poſterity as the beſt of Legacies 
forever. 1 


The reducing therefore all to this Original will 
extinguiſh by degrees thoſe number leſs Jars and 
Quarrels, which the Modern ways of Worſhip 


create among us. And opportunely prevent that 


ſtrife and diſcord into which Men unhappily di- 
ſpute themſelves by their private Heats and Ani- 
moſities. For how fatally have our Spiritual Con- 
teſts divided us in our Temporal concerns, crampt 
our Commerce, and made it flow in a low Stream, 
and partial Current? For even here vis wnito 
fortior eff, The more unanimous, the more 
powerful. 


How 
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How manyConfuſions have likewiſe been hatchet 


by the oppoſition that is made to Eccleſiaſtical 


Laws? This was the reaſon that in the Reign of 
Edward VT. the Nation was reſolv'd to lay as firm 


2 Foundation as was poſſible for Peace, by appoin- 
ting an Uniformity of Worſhip, foreſeeing evi- 


dently what Tragical Miſeries a Difference in Re- 
ligion would produce. 


Talh tells us, That the Happineſs of the Sabject 
ought to be the end of Government, For as the Pi. 
late deſigns a happy and ſafe Navigation, the Phyſitian 


the Health of the Patient, the General of an Army 


Victory; ſo the Governour of a Common-wealth deſigns 
the Happineſs of his Subjects, which is ſecur'd by Riches 
and Military Forces, by Glory, Virtue and Honeſty. 
And if our Riches and Military Forces anſwer but 
the unblemiſht Virtue of our Sovereign, the Glo- 
ry of the Britiſh Iſle will ſoon Eclipſe the Re- 
nown and Fame of other Nations, and the Name 
of Anne will ſhine as bright in the Annals of 


Time, as any of her Illuſtrious Predeceſſors. France 


then will find both the Folly and Inſignificancy 
of her Salique Law, when Exgland ſhall not only 
Triumph at home under the Conduct of a Female 
Government, but likewiſe Emaculate the Force 
of France by her Feminine Authority. For how 
can we doubt of the Bleſſing of Heaven upon the 
Government of Her Majeſty, when her conſtant 
Piety has Intitul'd her to its ſpecial Favour and 
Protection ; and when her Divine and Heavenly 
Temper of mind, revives in ſome meaſure among 
us the Ancient Theocracy of the Jews. Let 


7 
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Let it therefore be the Ambition of all Parties 
to imitate this Royal Pattern that ſhines ſo invi- 
ting in our Eyes, to follow the Example of this 


fair Original, which would certainly refleꝙ inef - 


fable Glory upon God, give a laſting Credit to Re. 
ligion, heal our many and unhappy Breaches, and 
moſt charitably contribute to the immortal Joys of 
all ſuch as ſeparate from her Devotion and the 
Truth. This would fruſtrate the neceſſity of 
that excellent Advice which Mecænas gave Au- 
«ſtus, and which the woful experience of late days 
Tru ſo highly recommended to us. Tow are, ſaid he, 
to oppoſe, and never let go unpuniſht the Innovators 
and Authors of new Religions, not only becauſe the Gods 
will not permit ſuch as deſpiſe them to perform any great 
Actions, but becauſe thoſe who introduce ſome new Di. 
vinity generally perſmade the People to Alterations in 
Government, from whence proceed Conſpiracies, Sedi- 
tions, and ſecret Aſſociations which are doubileſs very 
dangerous to a Monarchy. But if the holy Example of 
our Gracious Sovereign were Copy'd out both in 
our publick Piety and private Deportment, this 
as it would rid us of all dread from humane Malice 


and Diviſions ; ſo would it free us likewiſe from 


all fear of a Divine Vengeance and Indignation ; 
and would render us ſo much the Admiration of 
the World, that it would be apt to be invited to 
the ſame Temper to us, with the Rhodians and 
Maſſilians of old, who voluntarily ſurendred them- 
ſelves to the Roman Power. Becauſe they were 
perſwaded they could never otherwiſe render their 


Lives more happy. _ 
| * INIS. 
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